The Top 10 OSHA violations 2000
· Hazard Communications - 1910.1200

· Scaffolding - 1926.451

· Respiratory Protection - 1910.134

· Fall Protection - 1926.501

· Lockout/Tagout - 1910.147

· Electrical Wiring - 1910.305

· Machine Guarding - 1910.212

· Electrical Systems - 1910.303

· Mechanical Power Transmission - 1910.219

· Powered Industrial Trucks - 1910.178
OSHA's Top 10 Violations of 2006

OSHA's list of the most-violated safety and health standards from October 2005 through September 2006 contains the usual suspects at the top but in a slightly different order. 

Once again, OSHA's Scaffolding Standard was the most frequently cited standard overall. Among rules covering General Industry, the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) remains the most-violated standard but slipped from second last year to third this year on the overall list behind the Fall Protection Standard. 

OSHA's top 10 most violated standards for fiscal year 2006 follow. The list and the number of violations are accurate as of October 13, 2006--the agency is still finalizing citation totals for the year.

1. Scaffolding--General Requirements (1926.451) with 7,895 violations 

2. Duty to Have Fall Protection (1926.501) with 5,746 violations 

3. Hazard Communication (1910.1200) with 5,586 violations 

4. Respiratory Protection (1910.134) with 3,410 violations 

5. Lockout/Tagout (1910.147) with 3,068 violations 

6. Powered Industrial Trucks (1910.178) with 2,582 violations 

7. Electrical--Wiring Methods, Components, and Equipment for General Use (1910.305) with 2,396 violations 

8. Machine Guarding--General Requirements (1910.212) with 2,296 violations 

9. Ladders (1926.1053) with 2,115 violations 

10. Electrical--General Requirements (1910.303) with 1,791 violations 

http://www.osha.gov/dcsp/compliance_assistance/quickstarts/construction/index_construction.html
Step 1: OSHA Requirements Related to Leading Hazards at Construction Sites

The following resources will introduce you to OSHA requirements that address some of the leading hazards at construction sites. 

1. Falls consistently account for the greatest number of fatalities in the construction industry. If you have employees who work six or more feet above a lower level, you must provide fall protection.

· Read a fact sheet. OSHA Fact Sheet: Preventing Falls [PDF - 353KB]

· Review an OSHA booklet. Fall Protection in Construction. OSHA Publication 3146 (1998)

· Read the standards. Construction Fall Protection, OSHA Standards
· Review fall protection information for specific operations or types of construction:

· Residential construction. OSHA Instruction STD 03-00-001: Plain Language Revision of OSHA Instruction STD 3.1, Interim Fall Protection Compliance Guidelines for Residential Construction
· Steel erection. OSHA Construction eTool: Steel Erection - Fall Protection
· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Fall Protection
· OSHA Construction eTool: Falls
· OSHA Pocket Guide: Construction. OSHA Publication 3252 (2005)

2. Stairways and Ladders. Working on and around stairways and ladders can be hazardous. Stairways and ladders are major sources of injuries and fatalities among construction workers. 

· Review an OSHA booklet. Stairways and Ladders. OSHA Publication 3124 (2003) 

· Read the standards. Construction - Walking/Working Surfaces, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction - Walking/Working Surfaces 

· OSHA Construction eTool: Misuse of Portable Ladders 

3. Scaffolding. Do you use scaffolding on your jobsite?

· Review an OSHA booklet. A Guide to Scaffold Use in the Construction Industry. OSHA Publication 3150 (2002)

· Read the standards. Scaffolding, OSHA Standards
· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Scaffolding
· OSHA Construction eTool: Scaffolding
4. Electrical. Almost all construction employers must consider the hazards associated with electricity (i.e., electric shock, electrocution, fires and explosions). 

· Review OSHA booklets: 

· Controlling Electrical Hazards. OSHA Publication 3075 (2002)

· Ground-Fault Protection on Construction Sites. OSHA Publication 3007 (1998)

· Read the standards. Electrical, OSHA Standards
· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Electrical
· OSHA Construction eTool: Electrical Incidents
5. Trenching and Excavation are among the most hazardous construction operations. 

· Read a Safety Tips Card. Working Safely in Trenches. OSHA Publication 3243 (2005)

· Get a poster. Trenching Poster. OSHA Publication 3215 (2005)

· Review an OSHA booklet. Excavations. OSHA Publication 2226 (2002)

· Read the standards. Construction - Trenching and Excavation, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction - Trenching and Excavation 

· OSHA Construction eTool: Trenching and Excavation 

· OSHA Technical Manual Chapter: Excavations – Hazard Recognition in Trenching and Shoring
6. Motor Vehicle Safety/Highway Work Zones. Do you operate motor vehicles on your jobsite or do your employees work in and around highway work zones?

· Read the standards. Construction - Motor Vehicle Safety, OSHA Standards. See also 29 CFR 1926, Subpart G.

· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction - Motor Vehicle Safety
· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction - Highway Work Zones and Signs, Signals and Barricades
· OSHA Construction eTool: Vehicles
NOTE: To find the OSHA standards that are most frequently cited by OSHA inspectors, visit Frequently Cited OSHA Standards. On that page, you can find the most frequently cited federal or state OSHA standards by your industry’s Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) code and the number of employees in your establishment. To generate a list of the most frequently cited standards in the construction industry as a whole, enter a C in the SIC code box.

NOTE: Most construction jobsites involve multiple employers (i.e., general contractors, construction managers, subcontractors, etc.). If you perform work on such jobsites, you should review OSHA’s Multi-Employer Citation Policy.


Step 2: Other OSHA Requirements That May Apply to Your Jobsite 

In addition to the OSHA requirements covered in Step 1, a number of other OSHA standards may apply to your jobsite. The following items can help you identify other key OSHA standards that may apply and point you to information to help you comply with those standards. 

1. OSHA construction standards (see 29 CFR 1926.28 and 1926.95) state that employers must require their employees to wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) in all operations where employees are exposed to hazardous conditions or where OSHA’s construction standards indicate the need for using PPE to reduce the hazards. 

· Read a fact sheet. OSHA Fact Sheet: Personal Protective Equipment [PDF - 293 KB] 

· Review an OSHA booklet. Personal Protective Equipment. OSHA Publication 3151 (2003)

· Read the standards. Construction - Personal Protective Equipment, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more. OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction - Personal Protective Equipment
2. Hand and Power Tools.  Hand and power tools are common at nearly every construction jobsite. 

· Review an OSHA booklet. Hand and Power Tools.  OSHA Publication 3080 (2002)

· Read the standards. Construction - Hand and Power Tools, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more. OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction - Hand and Power Tools
3. Do you use concrete or masonry products on your jobsite? 

· Review an OSHA booklet. OSHA Publication: Concrete and Masonry Construction. OSHA Publication 3106 (1998)

· Read the standards. Concrete and Concrete Products – Manufacturing and Construction, OSHA Standards
· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Concrete and Concrete Products – Manufacturing and Construction 

· OSHA Construction eTool: Constructing Masonry Walls 

4. Do you use cranes, derricks, hoists, elevators, or conveyors on your jobsite? 

· Review OSHA booklets: 

· Crane or Derrick Suspended Personnel Platforms. OSHA Publication 3100 (2002)

· Sling Safety. OSHA Publication 3072 (1996)

· Read the standards. Construction - Crane, Derrick and Hoist Safety, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more. OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction - Crane, Derrick and Hoist Safety 

5. Do you conduct welding, cutting, or brazing at your jobsite? 

· Read the standards. Construction – Welding, Cutting, and Brazing, OSHA Standards
· Learn more. OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Construction – Welding, Cutting, and Brazing
6. Are you engaged in residential construction? 

· Review an OSHA booklet. Selected Construction Regulations for the Home Building Industry 

· Review a compliance directive. OSHA Instruction STD 03-00-001: Plain Language Revision of OSHA Instruction STD 3.1, Interim Fall Protection Compliance Guidelines for Residential Construction 

· Read the standards. Residential Construction Industry, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more. OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Residential Construction Industry 

7. Are you engaged in steel erection? 

· Read a fact sheet. OSHA Fact Sheet: Revised Steel Erection Standard
· Review a slide presentation. OSHA Steel Erection Overview Presentation
· Read the standards. Construction - Steel Erection, OSHA Standards
· Learn more: 

· OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Steel Erection
· OSHA Construction eTool: Steel Erection 

8. Fire Safety and Emergency Action Planning. Construction employers are responsible for the development and maintenance of an effective fire protection and prevention program at the jobsite throughout all phases of the construction, repair, alteration, or demolition work. (29 CFR 1926.24). OSHA recommends that all employers have an emergency action plan. A plan is mandatory when required by an OSHA standard.  (29 CFR 1926.35).  An emergency action plan describes the actions employees should take to ensure their safety in a fire or other emergency situation. 

· Review a publication that lists the requirements for emergency response and preparedness in OSHA’s construction standards. Principal Emergency Response and Preparedness – Requirements and Guidance. OSHA Publication 3122 (2004)

· Read the standards. Fire Safety, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more. OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Fire Safety 

9. Hazard Communication Standard. This standard is designed to ensure that employers and employees know about hazardous chemicals in the workplace and how to protect themselves. Employers with employees who may be exposed to hazardous chemicals in the workplace must prepare and implement a written Hazard Communication Program and comply with other requirements of the standard, including providing Material Data Safety Sheets, training, and labeling. 

· Read a fact sheet. OSHA Fact Sheet:  Hazard Communication Standard 

· See a sample program. Model Plans and Programs for the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens and Hazard Communications Standards. OSHA Publication 3186 (2003) [Disclaimer] 

· Read the standards. Hazard Communication, OSHA Standards 

· Learn more.  OSHA Safety and Health Topics Page: Hazard Communication
This list is not comprehensive – additional OSHA standards may apply to your workplace. In addition, section 5(a)(1) of the Occupational Safety and Health Act, known as the General Duty Clause, requires employers to provide their employees with a workplace that is free of recognized hazards likely to cause death or serious physical harm. Be sure to review OSHA’s construction standards (29 CFR 1926) for requirements that may apply to your workplace. 

· You may review and print FREE copies of OSHA’s construction standards from OSHA’s Website. You may also order bound volumes of the standards from the Government Printing Office (GPO) at (202) 512-1800 or from GPO's website.

· An OSHA booklet summarizes OSHA construction standards that are most frequently overlooked by employers and standards that cover particularly hazardous situations. Construction Industry Digest. OSHA Publication 2202 (2002)

· The OSHA Construction Resource Manual includes links to the relevant mandatory standards for construction work that have been codified in OSHA’s standards, including 29 CFR Parts 1903, 1904, 1910, and 1926.

